Turath

ISSN : 2830-9863 ; EISSN : 2992-0698
Volume 1 Issue 2 / December 2023

pp. 23-33

Deploring, Controversies and Inheritance Strategies. About Urban Music

in Algeria Under Colonial Rule

Hadj MILIANI

University of Mostaganem Abdlhamid Ibn Badis, Algeria

Published: 31/12/2023

Author:
Hadj Miliani, passed away
onJuly 2, 2021

Translator:

Souad LAGUER” (Centre of
Research in Social and Cultural
Anthropology CRASC)
s.laguer@crasc.dz

“Corresponding author

Citation:
MILIANI, H. (2023).
Deploring, Controversies
and Inheritance Strategies.
About Urban Music in
Algeria Under Colonial Rule
(S. LAGUER,
Trans.). Turath, 1(2), 23-33.

© 2023 Turath / Published by the

Centre of Research in Social and

Cultural Anthropology (CRASC),
Algeria.

@S

BY NC ND

This is an open access article
under the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
license.

milihadj@gmail.com

ABSTRACT: Debates in relation to patrimony are central
to both material and immaterial spheres of concern. This was
the case for urban musical traditions during the colonial
period in Algeria, which triggered numerous controversies
and polemics. This article studies some of the reactions to
measures and actions concerning this music. It addresses the
discourse of lamentation and polemic that characterised both
the preservation and the promotion of this musical
inheritance. In the colonial context, these processes were
subject to the control of the colonial administration as well
as to the practices of cultural autonomy among the Algerian
elite living under colonial rule.
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Déplorations, polémiques et stratégies patrimoniales. A propos des
musiques citadines en Algérie en regime colonial

RESUME : Les débats autour du patrimoine sont constitutifs méme de la sphére matérielle ou
immatérielle concernée. Ce fut le cas des musiques citadines durant la période coloniale en
Algérie, elles donnérent lieu a maintes polémiques et prises de position. Cet article propose
d’étudier certaines des réactions ou des constats au sujet des mesures et des actions dont furent
l"objet ces musiques. Il sera question des discours de déploration et de controverses qui ont
marqué aussi bien les processus de conservation que de valorisation de ce patrimoine musical.
Dans le contexte colonial, ils se rapportent a la fois a des dispositifs de contrdle de
[’administration coloniale et aux modalités d’autonomisation culturelle de [’élite algérienne
colonisée.

MOTS-CLES : Musique, Colonisation, Histoire, Algérie, Citadin, Associations.
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